THE BOSTON 


MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


Vor. H.} TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 1829. [No. 16. 
I time. Soon after this he began to 


For the Medical and Surgical Journal. 
FATAL CORN. 


Case of Amputation of the Toe, 
followed by Cerebral Disease and 
Death, described in a Letter from 
Dr. Z. B. Avams, of this City, 
to Dr. James Jackson. 


Dear Sir,—The following are the 
particulars of Mr. McClennen’s 
case, which you requested me to 
give you.—It is now about twelve 
years since he began to complain ; 
previous to that time his health had 
been unremittingly good. At first 
he complained of some articles of 
food not agreeing well with his sto- 
mach; and he was seldom after- 
wards entirely regular in his bow- 
els, either costive or relaxed con- 
tinually. So long ago as this, too, 
he suffered much from a corn on 
the fatal toe. On the same leg 
with the toe, there had, at times, 
for many years, existed an ulcer, 
situated on the inside of the tibia, 
and which, being connected with a 
varicose vein, was often very slow 
to heal, though it had not been open 
for the last four or five years. 
About six years ago he had an at- 
tack of inflammation of the absor- 
bents of the same leg, attended 
with some swelling and great pain, 
and marked by distinct red lines 
running from the foot to the groin. 
This was easily subdued in a short 
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complain of swelling in the scro- 
tum, (the left side, also, I believe,) 
which proved to be hydrocele. 
The water was first simply dis- 
charged, and in a few months after- 
wards the operation for permanent 
cure by injection was performed, 
and he had no trouble from it after- 
wards. Another trouble now suc- 
ceeded, which was a papular erup- 
tion, attended with great heat and 
itching. This occurred chiefly in 
the warm weather, and alternated 
with his dyspeptic state of stomach 
during the warm months, almost 
Continually for the last four or five 
years. It isnow between four and 
five years since he began to feel 
very intense pain in his toe, though 
he then would frequently have res- 
pites of a month or more at a time, 
when he would feel nothing of it. 
But for the last three years he has 
seldom experienced an interval of 
ease, beyond a few days at a time. 
In accordance with the advice of 
an eminent surgeon, the corn was 
removed by the knife about two 
years since. During the healing of 
the wound caused by this operation, 
he suffered extreme agony for the 
greater part of the time, for he 
was unable to obtain ease, as be- 
fore, by walking. It is proper to 
remark here, that whenever the 
pain threatened him, he could al- 
ways avert it for the time by walk- 
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ing ; and however severe the pain, 
it was always mitigated by this 
exercise. After the wound of the 
operation had healed, the toe ap- 
peared perfectly smooth and fair, 
without any appearance of a corny 
excrescence. During aparoxysm, 
however, there would be a slight 
redness and sometimes a little 
swelling. The paroxysms usually 
lasted from two to eight hours, al- 
most always commencing at even- 
ing, and sometimes continuing 
through the night, the pain being 
most excruciating and lancinating. 
The following day he would go out 
to his business, and remain, while 
active and abroad, free from pain 
the whole day ; but at night the 
same agonizing scene would always 
be repeated. Though his consti- 
tution became much enfeebled by 
these nocturnal paroxysms, yet 
each morning would bring with it 
freedom from pain, and a conse- 
a hope, though distant, that he 
should not be again subjected to the 
same trials. As the pain was al- 
ways confined to a very small spot 
upon the toe, he entertained the 
idea, from which nothing could di- 
vert him, that if the toe were re- 
moved within the part pained, he 
should certainly be relieved. The 
pain, however, appeared to be so 
connected with his general health, 
especially taking into connexion the 
effect of the former operation, that 
it did not seem probable to any of 
the physicians who visited him, that 
amputation would cure him. He 
was therefore constantly advised 
against it, though it is not to be 
presumed that any one believed his 
life would be hazarded by so sim- 
ple an operation. It was after a 
continued succession of miserable 
nights like those above described, 
that he called on me early one 
morning, looking haggard and worn 
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out, and insisted upon some relief, 
at the same time saying that there 
was no relief for him but amputa- 
tion, for everything else known had 
been tried. I endeavored still fur- 
ther to dissuade him, and asked for 
a consultation ; but this he refused, 
saying that he had determined on 
amputation of the toe, and it must 
be done by me or some one else 
that day. I proposed calling on 
him at his house as soon as conve- 
nient : accordingly, about noon I 
saw him; he was walking the room 
in pain, and very impatient at my 
delay, and when I informed him 
that I had come without my instru- 
ments, hoping he might have altered 
his mind, he desired me to return 
for them as soon as possible, for 
his determination was fixed, and 
everything else would be- ready. 
In a few minutes more the toe was 
off. The wound was dressed, with 
a view to healing by the first inten- 
tion, and so far as the toe alone 
was concerned, everything pro- 
gressed as well as could be wished. 
It healed gradually, but naturally, 
with but little pain for the first 
two days. There was no swelling 
or inflammation of the parts above, 
at any time. 

On the third day the dressings ~ 
Were removed, and it was found 
that union had taken place in about 
two-thirds of the wound, and the 
remainder looked healthy and well. 
He began, however, to feel the old 
pain again in paroxysms as before, 
which caused considerable despon- 
dency ; yet he clung to the hope, 
that when it was healed up all 
would be well. During the inter- 


vals of the paroxysms, which (the 
paroxysms) indeed were shorter 
than usual, his spirits were pretty 
good, and he occupied himself in 
planning his work, and giving di- 
rections to those he employed.— 
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He was a rigger, and a perfectly 
temperate man.—His appetite 
and general health seemed pretty 
good, and he appeared to enjoy 
the visits of his friends. We 
Were under no apprehensions that 
he would do otherwise than well, 
when, about noon, on the sixth 
day from the operation, he was 
suddenly attacked with a violent 
ague, which lasted nearly an hour. 
I had visited him in the morning, 
and found him as well as usual. 
Soon after the chill had left him 
I saw him. He appeared ex- 
ceedingly restless and uneasy, and 
like one under the effects of fear; 
and this was partly the case, for 
the ague caused alarming appre- 
hensions in his mind ; his skin was 
rather warmer than natural, but 
not very hot, and little or no 
sweating ensued. ‘There was 
great thirst and dry tongue; pulse 
not much above natural. On 
inquiry respecting the toe, I found 
him free from anxiety about it ;— 
other things, he observed, were 
now of more consequence; he had 
felt no pain or uneasiness from 
it, nor was it at all inflamed ; 
from that time our attention was 
not again called to the toe, except 
by curiosity. The first night af- 
ter the ague he passed with much 
restlessness and jactitation. The 
next day, in the morning, he ap- 
peared a little more comfortable; 
but in the afternoon he became 
somewhat drowsy, and before the 
next morning he was quite coma- 
tose. This state continued until 
the following day, in the afternoon 
of which he expired without a 
groan. 

It was with some difficulty 
permission was obtained to exa- 
mine the body. Time was not 
allowed to examine any part but 
the head. The toe appeared al- 


most entirely healed ; the healthy 
processes going on as in any ordi- 
nary wound. On removing the ° 
dura mater, the whole surface of 
both hemispheres of the cerebrum 
appeared as if covered with a 
thick layer of jelly. There was, 
in fact, an infiltration of serum in 
the pia mater, and the arachnoid 
was raised throughout almost its 
whole extent, by the same fluid 
distending its cells. No other 
morbid appearance presented in 
the brain, unless it were that 
there was more water than ordi- 
nary in the ventricles ; of this 


there was some doubt. ; 
Un inquiry, it was ascertained 


that for several years past he had 
complained a good deal. of dizzi- 
ness in his head; so much so, that 
his friends well knew that he 
would not trust himself upon those 
heights which, in the younger part 
of his life, he used to mount with- — 
out fear. | 
The question very naturally 
occurs, whether the operation 
were the cause of his death ? 
That it was not, directly, is cer- 
tain; that it might have been so 
remotely is more probable ; nor do 
I readily see any reason why a 
fatal termination should ensue in 
this particular case, any more 
than in any ordinary amputation. 
That the system did not directly 
sympathize with the wound caused 
by the operation, seems to me 
also certain; for the usual fatal 
symptom of the sympathy of the 
system with wounds, is tetanus ; 
this did not occur, and is indeed 
an uncommon occurrence among 
us. If fever, even in slight de- 
gree, is ever the consequence of 
wounds, it is when they become 
inflamed or unhealthy in their pro- 
gress ; neither of which happened 
in this instance. It seems to me 
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the most probable supposition, 
taking in connexion the symptoms 
which occurred, that the opera- 
tion produced, in some mysterious 
manner which has never yet been 
satisfactorily explained, a deposi- 
tion of purulent matter in some of 
the internal and important organs 
of the body. Iregret exceeding- 
ly that the examination could not 
have been carried into the other 
cavities, to ascertain this point. 
Many cases are on record illus- 
trative of this subject, and some 
have recently come to my know- 
ledge, through the public journals, 
Su uvarly allied to this in their 
Si and effects, that we can 

ardly suppose the fatal results 
to depend on different causes. 
One particularly has arrested my 
attention. It was communicated 
by William Lawrence, Esq., who 
states that death occurred after 
the operation for removing a loose 
cartilage from the knee. In this 
instance there was discovered a 
similar alteration of the arachnoid 
membrane by serous effusion un- 
der it, accompanied with a small 
deposition of pus in one of the 
convolutions of the brain. 

A very interesting paper on 
phlebitis,”? by Mr. Arnott, has 
also recently appeared. It was 
read before the Medico-Chirurgi- 
cal Society of London. In this, 
several cases are given of the 
occurrence of abscesses and in- 
flammation in various organs, as 
the liver, lungs, &c., from ampu- 
tations or injuries of remote parts. 
Although we may not accord with 
all the reasoning in this paper, 
yet the facts are not the less in- 
teresting. Mr. A. considers that 
abscesses and inflammation which 
take place in remote situations 
after injuries of the extremities, 
are dependent on phlebitis in the 
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part originally affected. He does 
not regard the effect as metasta- 
sis ; but proposes something to my 
mind fully as unphilosophical and 
unsatisfactory as the doctrine of 
metastasis, viz., that these depo- 
sitions are the effect of change 
induced in the blood by mixture 
with pus, or other inflammatory 
secretions circulated in the blood- 
vessels. But it seems to me that 
the only reasonable supposition on 
this point is, that a similarity of 
action may be communicated 
through the medium of the nerves, 
from one part of the body to ano- 
thor 5 and it io cingular that the 
idea did not occur that it is not 
the mere presence of a quantity 
of pus in any organ, or part of the 
body, which constitutes an ab- 
scess, but it must be surrounded 
with a secreting surface for ge- 
nerating pus. 

I beg you to pardon, Sir, this 
digression, ina paper which I fear 
has already exhausted your pa- 
tience. 

With much respect, 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient andhumble servant, 
Z. B. Apams. 
Boston, Feb. 27, 1829. 


Il. 


On the Employment of Tartar Eme- 
tic in Diseases. 


In one of the November numbers 
of the Gazette de Santé, we find 
the following summary of what is 
at present known relative to the 
employment of tartar emetic a 
haute dose, in the treatment of 
diseases. 

1. Tartarized antimony admi- 
nistered internally, in quantity of 
from eight grains a day to that of 
a scruple, of one or even several 
drachms, is not a poison; it is 
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even never followed by bad ef- 
fects, except in a very limited 
number of cases, where its use 
was manifestly contraindicated. 
2. Whether it could be borne 
or not by the patient, it did not 
produce inflammation of the mu- 
cous membrane of the stomach 
and intestines. When there ex- 
isted indications of this phlegma- 
sia, such as redness of the tongue, 
pain in the epigastrium, diarrhea, 
&c., these symptoms have been 
frequently seen to disappear dur- 
ing its employment. (Laennec, 
Delourmel, Meriadec Laennec, La- 
garde, Fontanelle.) When the 
patients died, the alimentary ca- 
nal was ordinarily found free from 
alteration, and the internal mem- 
brane pale or slightly injected. 
(Meriadec Laennec, Strombio, §c.) 
3. Tartarized antimony, in 
large doses, is a powerful remedy 
in peripneumony. It is very use- 
ful, either as an auxiliary to ve- 
nesection, or as the only curative 
means, when sanguineous deple- 
tion has failed to arrest the pro- 
gress of the disease, or when it 
has not been deemed. advisable 
to have recourse to this measure. 
M. Peschier has cured all his 
patients, with one exception, 
without bloodletting, by the use 
of tartaremetic alone. M. Wolff 
has employed it successfully in 
ten cases, which are all that he 
has treated. M. Palais in one ; 
M. Prato in two; M. Rosari in 
fifty-two out of sixty-one cases in 
his civil clinique, and fifteen out 
of sixteen in his military clinique. 
In regard to the peripneumo- 
nies, in which sanguineous deple- 
tion and tartarized antimony were 
concurrently employed, the fol- 
lowing is the general result. Ro- 
sari cured, in his civil clinique, 
four hundred and forty-four out of 
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six hundred and two; he lost one 
hundred and fifty-eight ; making a 
mortality of twenty-two per cent. 
In his military clinique, one hun- 
dred and forty-nine out of one hun- 
dred and seventy-five were cured; 
twenty six died; mortality four- 
teen per cent. M. Laennec, out 
of fifty-seven cases lost two, being 
rather less than one in twenty- 
eight. M. Ambroise Laennec 
lost three out of forty cases, mak- 
ing a proportion of one in thirteen. 
M. Bang, two out of forty-five,— 
mortality, one in twenty-two. In 
the greater number of these cases, 
the tartarized antimony did not 
excite vomiting, or at least only 
in the commencement of its admi- 
nistration ; in others, it could not 
be borne at any period of the dis- 
ease, without this circumstance 
having always opposed an obstacle 
to the cure. 

4. Articular rheumatism is, 
next to pneumonia, the inflamma- 
tory affection in which tartariz- 
ed antimony, in large doses, has 
been most successfully employed. 
Among a great number of cases 
treated by M. Laennec, this pro- 
fessor found, that under the influ- 
ence of this treatment the medium 
duration of the disease was from 
seven to eight days. Of thirteen 
cases Collected in his clinique, 
the tartarized antimony was evi- 
dently very beneficial in eight ; it 
was useless in two, injurious in 
one, and of doubtful success in 
two. (Meriadec Laennec.) M. 
Honoré cured, by means of it, four 
out of five cases of acute articu- 
lar rheumatism. (Lagarde.) Of 
fifteen cases cited by M. Delour- 
mel, thirteen were cured by the 
sameremedy. The Observatore 
di Napoli contains six other cases 
of cure, two of which were pub- 
lished by Dr. Spadafora. 
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5. Tartarized antimony has 
been given in some other affec- 
tions, but thus far the number of 

atients has been too limited to 
inspire entire confidence in the 
results obtained. 

M. Laennec cured by this re- 
medy one case of arachnitis, three 
of acute hydrocephalus, one of phle- 
bitis, three of chorea, and two of 
angina. M. Ambroise Laennec 
has succeéded, by means of it, in 
two cases of idiopathic tetanus ; 
M. Recamier in four cases of 
acute pulmonary catarrh; M. Fon- 
tanelles in one case of icterus. 

6. Among the other diseases in 
which the remedy in question has 

tried, there are several 
cases in which it produced no 
well marked advantage, and some 
in which it was prejudicial. M. 
Laennec has observed that it 
speedily arrested the inflammato- 
ry orgasm in pleurisy; but that it 
did not accelerate the absorption 
of the extravasated fluid which 
was its consequence. Of.eleven 
cases of apoplexy, six were cured; 


‘ but as this professor made use of 


bloodletting at the same time, it 
is uncertain what share is attribu- 
table to the tartarized antimony. 
(Meriadec Laennec.) In one case 
of rheumatism, and in another of 
gout, it was evidently injurious. 
(Meriadec Laennec.) Its employ- 
ment in semi-paralytic mental alien- 
ation has not been followed, in 
general, by any success. ( Bayle.) 
Monthly Med. Journ. 


Ill. 
THE CHSARIAN SECTION. 


Cicatrization of the Uterus after 
this Operation. 


[In the anatomical museum of the 
University of Bonn, there is preserv- 
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ed a uterus, taken by Dr. Velten 
from the body of a woman on whom 
he had performed the Cesarean sec- 
tion in March, 1813,—eight years 
before her death, The wound in 
the parietes is perfectly cicatrized, 
and the cicatrix perfectly distinct, 
being, on the inside, about two and 
a half lines in length. 

This rare and interesting opera- 
tion has been recently performed in 
the Hospital of ‘Santa Maria at Flo- 
rence, As it is a case of great inte- 
rest, was performed by a tyro in the 
noble art, and the first operation of 
the kind in that hospital which has 
been successful, we give a full histo- 
ry of the case from the Medico-Chi- 
rurgical Review. ] 


Ee. Zanosini, 23 years of age, 
of weak constitution, rickety and 
deformed, entered on the holy 
state of matrimony, contrary to 
the advice of her medical and 
other friends. Six months after 
marriage she became pregnant, 
and on the 11th of May, 1827, 
being near the completion of the 
ninth month of utero-gestation, 
she was seized with labor-pains, 
but unaccompanied by any expul- 
sive efforts. In twenty-four hours 
the waters burst; but the midwife 
delayed sending for a surgeon, 
thinking the protraction of delive- 
ry was owing to the circumstance 
of its being a first accouchment. 
At the expiration of forty-eight 
hours, Dr. Lotti was summoned, 
and found that the superior aper- 
ture of the pelvis was too small 
to permit the descent of the head. 
The patient was therefore con- 
veyed to the Santa Maria Hospi- 
tal, at 10 o’clock in the forenoon 
of May 13th, and placed in the 
ward of St. Philippe. Professor 
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Andrini examined the parts, and 
came to the conclusion that no- 
thing but the Casarian operation 
offered any chance of success. 
Several other professors and sur- 
geons came into consultation, and 
were of the same opinion. The 
operation being determined on, 
the head-dresser of the hospital, 
(le premier éléve interne en chi- 
rurgie,) M. Tassinari, proceeded 
to the task. Aan incision directly 
over the linea alba was made, be- 
tween the umbilicus and pubes, 
and then the tendinous fibres were 
divided, till the peritoneum was 
exposed. This last was opened 
by means of scissors, and the 
opening in it enlarged by tearing 
the membrane with the fingers, to 
the extent of the external inci- 
sion. The uterus was next in- 
cised, from the fundus to near the 
cervix. The fetus was then 
seized by the feet, and readily 
extracted. A very slight trac- 
tion on the umbilical .cord served 
to remove the placenta. The 
wound was brought together, se- 
cured by sutures, and covered 
with lint. The patient was put 
to bed, and an anodyne draught 
exhibited. At six in the evening, 
there were signs of approaching 
reaction and inflammation, and 
twelve ounces of blood were ex- 
tracted, which was repeated at 
midnight. Next morning, (14th 
of May,) the pulse was very high, 
and a third venesection was em- 


ployed. At 2, P.M., vomiting 


came on, but was stopped by the 
exhibition of iced drink. At 11 
o’clock the abdomen was much 
swelled, and the fever very high, 
with sanguineous discharges from 
the vagina and suppression of 
urine. Bled again to six ounces ; 
catheter introduced, but no water 
drawn off ; laxative enema. 15th. 


—The constipation and ischuria 
continue ; fever intense ; enema-. 
ta; another venesection. 16th. 
—The symptoms are improved; - 
the fever reduced ; the abdomen 

less tense ; the lochia flowing co- 

piously. The urine has again ap- 

peared, and the patient has slept. 

17th.—An aggravation of the ge- 

neral and local symptoms: ano- 

ther venesection. The symptoms 

now became more favorable. On 
the 21st the dressings were re- 
moved, in the presence of all the 

professors who had assisted at the 
operation, and the whole line of 
incision was found to be united, 

except a very small portion at the 
inferior angle, where a piece of 
lint had been introduced between 
the lips. On the 7th of June the 
patient was able to get out of bed, 
and was discharged from the hos- 
pital, cured, on the 16th of the 
same month. 

The foregoing operation, au- 
thenticated as to its success, be- 
yond the slightest doubt or cavil, 
does great credit to the juvenile 
operator. 


IV. 


RESTORATION OF THE URETHRA, 


Case in which the Reproduction of 
this Canal was safely effected, as 
suggested by Mr. Cuarves 
Betx., Reported by Mr. S. 
GREEN, for the London Medi- 
cal Gazette. 

In 1813, I was sent for to the as- 

sistance of a medical friend, in the 

neighborhood of Colebrookdale, 
whose patient, a boy, aged about 

11, had fallen down a coal-pit, up- 

wards of 30 fathoms deep. His 

fall had been broken by his catch- 
ing at the descending rope as he 
fell, but he came with great force 
with his legs astride the iron han- 


~ 
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dle of the basket* at the bottom 
of the pit. When I saw the boy, 
two days had intervened from the 
time of the accident ; he was then 
in a high state of fever ; there was 
t distension and extreme ten- 
derness of the belly, and he had not 
been able to pass any urine. The 
rineum was much swollen, in- 
amed, and extremely painful. 
He had been bled, and this opera- 
tion was now repeated to the ex- 
tent of 16 ounces. I immediately 
made an incision in the linea alba, 
midway between the umbilicus and 
pubes, and pushed forward a tro- 
char into the bladder. The urine 
immediately flowed, and previous 
to its evacuation I introduced 
through the canula a flexible ceso- 
phagus tube, to ensure a constant 
draining from the bladder. Fo- 
mentations and poultices were kept 
coustantly applied to the perineum, 
and some purgative medicines were 
given. The boy was left compa- 
comfortable ; every care 
was taken of him, but the inflam- 
mation of the perineum increased, 
and terminated in gangrene, which 
ultimately sloughed off. 

During this process, the flexible 
tube was by accident withdrawn ; 
it was, however, reintroduced, but 
not without some difficulty : al- 
though it became exceedingly flac- 
cid, it answered the purpose of a 
constant drain for the urine very 
well. The introduction of a ca- 
theter per urethram, or the admi- 
nistration of a clyster, previous to 
the sloughing, had been quite pre- 
cluded by the state of the parts. 
On the slough coming away, an 
immense gap was the consequence, 


* The term given to the wooden ma- 
chine by which the coals are sent up the 
pit, one of which is usually at the top un- 
loading, whilst the other is being filled at 
the bottom. 
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for with it the whole of the scro- 
tum, great part of the perineum, 
Corpora spongiosa, and nearly three 
inches of the urethra, were sepa- 
rated, together with a portion of 
the prostate. The testicles were 
left hanging bare, while the vesical 
opening of the urethra, the remain- 
ing portion of the prostate, the ure- 
ters, the fundus of the bladder, and 
about four inches of the anterior 
portion of the rectum, were ex- 
posed, and but little of the anterior 

art of the sphincter ani was left. 
Here was a fine opportunity of at- 
tempting to establish a reproduc- 
tion of the urethra, as suggested 
by Charles Bell. The boy was 
young, and in excellent health, save . 
the effects of the accident. As 
soon as the parts were a little clean, 
a catheter was introduced at the 
glans penis, and carried forwards, 
and again introduced into the vesi- 
cal portion of the urethra in the 
prostate (from which the urine 
could be seen issuing) into the blad- 
der. The flexible tube im the ab- 
domen was now withdrawn,- and 
considerable hopes of the .boy’s re- 
covery were entertained. This 
immense hollow gradually became 
filled with granulations, which gra- 
dually spread over the catheter, 
which, being frequently a little 
withdrawn, turned, and replaced, 
an artificial passage was soon es- 
tablished. After this, nothing more 
than general means were resorted 
to, or required, as the patient con- 
tinued to go on improving, and got 
well much sooner than could have 
been reasonably anticipated, from 
the great destruction of parts. I 
knew him for several years after- 
wards well in bodily health: he 
had no venereal power, little or no 
influence in restraining his urine, 
and but little control over his fecu- 
lent evacuations. 
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SKETCHES OF PERIODICAL LITERATURE, 


ENDERMIC MEDICATION. 


Some singular Instances of the Ef- 
fects of this Mode of Treatment. 
In a late number of the Edinburgh 
Journal is noticed a work of M. 
Lambert’s on this subject, and some 
striking instances are detailed of the 
effect of this kind of practice. It 
appears that the only substances 
which have received a full trial, are 
strychnine, morphine, and kina, 
The mode of making the application, 
as is probably known to our readers, 


is to raise the cuticle bya blister, 


and introduce the solution, powder, 


- or ointment, as the case may be, be- 


neath it. Twelve cases are record- 
ed in which the morphine was em- 
ployed in this way,—four of tetanus, 
two of chronic bronchitis, an anoma- 
lots affection of the stomach and in- 
testines, a case of scirrhous uterus, 
three of rheumatism, and one of scia- 
tica. The specific effect of morphine 
is, as might naturally be expected, 
to allay pain, all kinds of which 
it removes as it were by enchant- 
ment. The quantity to be used as a 
commencing dose is one-sixteenth of 
a grain, to be gradually increased to 
one or two grains. The curative 
action of strychnine consists in the 
removal of paralysis. ‘Two cases of 
palsy from lead are given in which 
it effected a cure, when introduced 
by the skin. Ina third case it caused 
tetanus, which was removed, as above 
stated, by morphine, The effects of 
sulphate of kina are described as 
they were exhibited in a case of 
quartan ague. The sulphate was 


tried internally for eight or ten days, 
without effect. Its external use was 
then commenced, but with scarcely 
more success on the four succeeding 
paroxysms, The fifth was arrested, 
however, by applying the sulphate 
only twelve minutes before its ex- 
pected approach. On the return of 
the disease at the end of a fortnight, 
the remedy entirely failed of produc- 
ing any effect. Whether M. Lam- 
bert has any other evidence of the 
good effect of the endermic treatment 
than is afforded by these cases, we 
are not informed ; but we think much 
more substantial proof of its efficacy 
is requisite, before there is much 
probability of its introduction into 
general use. Those practitioners 
who are thus willing to institute ex- 
tensive experiments with new reme- 
dies, certainly deserve the gratitude 
of the public ; and althdugh they may 
fail in establishing the reputation of 
the articles tried, such investigations 
can hardly be pursued without lead- 
ing to some interesting conclusion, 
and adding some valuable facts to 
the stores of medical science. 


CALOMEL,. 


Its Effects in the green Stools of 
Children. 
A writer in the last London Med. 
and Phys. Journal, thinks calomel 
too much and too indiscriminately 
used in the complaints of children. 
If, when the stools are white or clay- 
colored, indicating a deficiency of 
bile, calomel restores the secretion, 
what reason can there be in admi- 
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nistering this medicine when green 
stools show a superabundance of bile. 
In these latter cases, the author has 
not found the usual practice of giving 
calomel to be followed by any bene- 
fit; he sather depends on subcarbo- 
nate of soda and rhubarb. 


'ERYSIPELAS, 


The Use of Incisions and other new 
Modes of Treatment in this Dis- 
ease, 


Dr. Jonnson has introduced, in the 
January number of his Journal, some 
very sensible remarks on the fashion- 
able modes of treating this disease. 
He considers the indiscriminate em- 
ployment of incisions to be at once 
unnecessary and cruel, since by far 
the majority of cases do equally well 
without their use, and the pain which 
the operation produces, however tri- 
fling it may seem to the surgeon, is 
matter of serious import to the pa- 
tient. He admits, however, the pro- 
priety of employing incisions in two 
varieties of the disease,—first, the 
phlegmonous or suppurating* erysi- 
pelas ; and, secondly, the malignant 
variety, in which the cellular sub- 
stance becomes extensively affected 
with sloughing, and evinces a ten- 
dency to gangrene. In this case, 
incisions should be made before the 
integument becomes affected, in or- 
der to afford an outlet for the putrid 
purulent matter, and prevent the ex- 
tensive disorganization of the cellu- 
lar tissue. In the generality of cases, 
this mode of practice is likely to do 
more harm than good, and is by no 
means advisable, 


* For some considerations on this sup- 


posed variety of erysipelas, see Dr. Good 
.on this disease. 
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We have no doubt that the above 
remarks are founded in reason and 
experience, and that the practice al- 
luded to has been too indiscriminate- 
ly adopted. Incisions, however, are 
not the only heroic remedy which 
has been proposed in erysipelas, A 
large number of cases have been 
published in the English journals, by 
Mr. Higginbottom, in which the ni- 
trate of silver, applied over the in- 
flamed surface, checked the progress 
of the disease, and prevented its far- 
ther extension 3 and it would seem 
from the terms in which the article is 
spoken of, that it may be regarded a 
certain cure for every case likely to 
occur in practice. ‘That these cases 
are correctly reported, we make no 
question; but they by no means 
prove the propriety of introducing 
a mode of treatment necessarily at- 
tended with so much pain to the pa- 
tient, into constant use. We were 
ourselves induced to make trial of it in 
a single case, and the event by no 
means tempted us to repeat the ex- 
periment. The pain produced by 
the application was very severe, and 
continued for several hours, during 
which time the fever evidently in- 
creased, Vesication followed ona 
portion of the surface which was 
touched ; the remaining portion was 
merely indurated and discolor#d. 
Very little effect was produced on 
the specific inflammation. The part 
to which the nitrate was applied lost, 
it is true, its erysipelatous feel, (its 
color, of course, could not be judged 
of, after the application,) and the 
skin was left dried and hard, like 
a piece of parchment. In the mean 
time, the eruption passed the boun- 
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dary which had been marked out for 
it, trailed along to the neighboring 
parts, and before it was arrested, had 
affected a new surface, equal in ex- 
tent to that which presented itself 
when the caustic was applied. It 
will readily be believed that this last 
was allowed to remain undisturbed 
by any new or fashionable interfer- 
ence. 


HYDROPHOBIA. 


This Disease not communicable from 
Sheep to other Animals. 
Macenpie’s Journal gives an ac- 
count of some experiments on this 
subject, Saliva taken from two 
sheep, affected with hydrophobia, 
was inoculated into a horse, two 
dogs, two other sheep, and a lamb. 
Four months after, none of the ani- 
mals had exhibited any symptom of 
the disease. The conclusion drawn 
is, that this disease cannot probably 
be communicated from sheep to oth- 
er animals, This conclusion, we 
apprehend, should be received with 
great caution. The first mentioned 
sheep took the disease from a dog, 
and it will require stronger proof 
than the above to convince us that 
the power of communicating it, be it 

greater or less, is not reciprocal. 


PHLEBITIS. 


An Account of some of the melancho- 
ly Consequences of Venesection. 
As everything relating to the conse- 
quences of venesection must be in- 
teresting to the medical practitioner, 
we venture to lay before our readers 
a short account of a somewhat re- 
markable case, reported in the March 
number ofthe Med. and Phys, Journal. 
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The patient, a robust laborer, was 
bled at St. George’s Hospital, in con- 
sequence of injury received by a fall. 


Some inconvenience immediately 
followed the operation, but not 
enough to induce him to direct at- 
tention to it, although he manifested 
so much febrile affection as to lead 
a practitioner who was called to him, 
and who was not made acquainted 
with the fact of the first bleeding, to 
open a vein in the other arm. It 
was not, therefore, until the sixth 
day after the operation that the arm 
was examined, The orifice had ap- 
parently united, in part, by the first 
intention, but there was now much 
inflammation round it, with general 
tumefaction, extending to the shoul- 
der, and an irritable condition of the 
wound itself. The pain on pressure 
was very acute. He was at once 
bled in the left arm; leeches were 
ordered to the part, to be followed 
by fomentation and poultice, and 
general antiphlogistic treatment ad- 
hered to. " | 


The next day, (the seventh from 
the first bleeding,) the pain was 
somewhat relieved, but the symp- 
toms, both local and general, were 
more alarming. The tongue was 
covered with a dark coat ; skin dry ; 
urine high colored; ~~>ntenance 


anxious; pulse 120. He complained 


of painful throbbing in the axilla, 
and there was increased tumefaction 
and sensibility in the whole neigh- 
borhood of the shoulder. Local 
depletion was again ordered. 

The next day the symptoms had 
become still worse. Pain in the arm 
and shoulder was intense. There 
was still considerable general tume- 
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faction. The axillary region was 
more enlarged than the day before, 
with an obscure sense of fluctuation. 
An incision was made into this part, 
and a large quantity of pus evacuat- 
ed. Great relief immediately fol- 
lowed. 

The next day the patient was much 
worse. The discharge from the ax- 
illa continued ; the tumefaction was 
trifling; he complained of shooting 
pains running down the arm, from 
the shoulder to the forearm. On 
examination, the whole course of the 
cephalic vein was marked with a 
reddened line of inflammation, so 
hardened as to feel like a cord under 
the skin, and very sensible to pres- 
sure. The pain now seemed to be 
confined to the course of the vein, 
and eighteen leeches were applied to 
the arm in this direction. 

The next day, (the tenth,) the 
general symptoms were decidedly 
typhous. A discharge of thin, sa- 
nious pus, with a fetid odor, was 
exuding from the axilla, and a secre- 
tion of the same nature weeping from 
the orifice in the bend of the arm. 
A sense of fulness and stiffoess was 


, felt in the left axilla, similar to that 


which had occurred in the right. 
From this day he sunk rapidly ; the 
wound of the arm and axilla assumed 
a completely livid appearance; the 
tumefaction of the left axilla increas- 
ed; fluctuation became evident, but 
the tumor was not opened, for he 
died on the twelfth day. 

On examination, the orifice in the 
arm was found opening into the vein. 
There was not the slightest appear- 
ance of blood in the cavity of the 


vessel ; it was partially filled with 


purulent matter in patches like clot- 
ted blood; its inner coat was very. 
red, and much thickened ; its general 
appearance was that of an artery, 
rather than that of a vein. On trac- 
ing it towards its termination in the 
axillary vein, the same appearances 
were observed till within an inch of 
the principal trunk, The median 
basilic and basilic showed feeble 
traces of inflammatory action. 

That this was a genuine case of 
phlebitis consequent on venesection, 
there is no reason to doubt; yet, as 
the author justly remarks, it does not 
appear that inflammation of the vein 
formed any part of the original affec- 
tion. It seems to have commenced 
in the cellular tissue of the arm, and 
to have communicated itself to the 
vein only when suppuration had 
taken place; then it was that the 
vein became hardened, and the whole 
train of symptoms indicating phlebitis 
made their appearance. He con- 
cludes, therefore, that the inflamma- 
tion of the vein was produced by the 
insinuation of inflammatory secretion 
from the adjoining cellular mem- 
brane ; the consequence was the et- 


‘fusion of lymph, and an admixture 


of pus with the circulating fluid, 
which produced the distressing train 
of secondary putrescent symptoms, 
and the consequent loss of the pa- 
tient. 

In another case, reported in the 
London Medical Gazette for March 
23d, the inflammation occurred the 
day after bleeding, and was accom- 
panied with violent attacks of epis- 
thotonos, the muscular contractions 
being so forcible as to bring the oc- 
ciput nearly into contact with the 
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heels. The arm was enveloped in a 
warm bread poultice, and an opiate 
mixture, containing 3ss. tinct. opii, 
was directed to be taken every hour. 
The application of the poultice was 
followed by suppuration at the ori- 
fice, the swelling subsided, and the 
tetanic affection yielded to six doses 
of the mixture. It returned in a few 
hours, however, and the same mix- 
ture was again ordered, together 
with mercurial inunction to the spine. 
The fits ceased soon after the fric- 
tion was commenced ; it was perse- 
vered in, however, and followed by 
severe salivation, This case did 
well, The patient was a large mus- 
cular woman, about 26 years of age. 

A third case is reported by Dr. Ro- 


bert Lee, Physician ‘to the British 


Lying-in Hospital. An infant, four 
‘days old, was attacked with severe 


erysipelas, first of the arms, and sub- 
sequently of the abdominal integu- 
ment extending to the thighs, which 
proved fatal on the eighth day. On 
examination, the umbilical vein, from 
the navel to the liver, was found to 
be indurated and enlarged. On lay- 
ing it open, a yellow-colored purulent 
fluid escaped, and the whole of its 
internal surface was found lined with 
a layer of closely adhering lymph, 
which extended itself to its principal 
branches. The coats of the vein 
were much more thickened than they 
are usually found to be at the same 
period after birth. 


BOSTON, TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 1829. 


INTESTINAL WORMS. 


Mr, Rhind’s Treatise on this impor- 
tant Subject. 
Some very valuable practical infor- 
mation on this subject is contained 
in a late work by Mr. Rhind, of the 
Royal Medical Society of Edinburgh. 
Mr. R. divides intestinal worms into 
six species,viz. :— Trichocephalus dis- 
par, or long thread-worm ; the ozyu- 
ris vermicularis, or common thread- 
worm; the ozyuris angulata; the 
ascaris lumbricoides, or round worm 3 
the bothriocephalus latus, or broad 
tape-worm ; and the tenia solium, 
or common tape-worm, The third 
of these is a recently discovered spe- 
cies, and derives its name from the 
circumstance of the body being bent 
at an obtuse angle. It is much larg- 
er than the common thread-worm, 


being about two inches in length, 
and with a diameter of one-eighth of 
an inch at its thickest part. 

In the treatment of worms, Mr. R. 
thinks two objects are indicated,— 
first, their destruction and expulsion, 
and, subsequently, the removal of 
that state of the alimentary canal 
which -mainly contributes to their 
formation and continuance. The 
remedies which have at different 
times been proposed for the extirpa- 
tion of worms, are almost innumera- 
ble. In 1715, Le Clerc enumerated 
350 of these,—and the number still 
in use, including all the ingredients 
which enter into popular prescrip- 
tions, must be very considerable. 
Mr. Rhind cuts off from the list the 
whole tribe of mechanical anthelmin- 
tics, such as zinc, tin-powder, &c. 
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He rejects, for the most part, those 
articles which from time to time have 
been regarded as specific, and con- 
fines his attention almost wholly to 
those substances which act through 
the medium of a cathartic opera- 
tion. 

For the destruction and removal 
of the varieties of thread-worm, which 
inhabit chiefly the lower colon and 
rectum, he advises a compound pow- 
der and electuary, which were em- 
ployed by Bremser, the author of a 
German treatise on this subject, and 
the virtues of which probably depend 
on their containing a large propor- 
tion of jalap and sulphate of soda. 
An injection, containing half a 
drachm of aloes, or two drachms of 
oil of turpentine, is an excellent aux- 
iliary when cathartics have been em- 
ployed for a few days. Cold, and 
even iced water, have been used in 
the same manner with good success, 
as the worms evince a peculiar sen- 
sibility to the operation of this agent. 
The irritation about the rectum, 
which is a distressing symptom in 
this form of the disease, is best re- 
lieved by oleaginous injections. 


The plan adopted for the cure of 
the round worm, is nearly the same 
as that above described; but if the 
oil of turpentine be used, it should 
be given by the mouth. For tenia, 
Mr. Rhind, in common with most 
practitioners, relies almost exclusive- 
ly on this latterremedy. He advises 
to begin with small doses, increasing 
gradually, and continuing its use for 
ten or twelve days at a time. Its 
action on the bladder is best prevent- 
ed by combining it with other laxa- 
tives, especially castor oil. 


Such are the views of Mr. Rhind 


on this important, subject. They 


appear to have been formed from 
extensive experience, and are, we 
doubt not, worthy of confidence: 
we are not prepared, however, to 
follow him in rejecting all those arti- 
cles which are generally regarded as 
specifics; for, however dangerous it 
may be to trust to popular opinions, 
those which are widely diffused have 


generally some foundation, We 


have been in the habit for many 
years of prescribing the spigelia, with 
general, though not uniform, success, 
in the two most common forms of 
intestinal worms; and have also 
found calomel efficacious, when given 
in doses by no means sufficient to 
produce a powerful cathartic opera- 
tion, 


IODINE. 
Iodine regarded as a Surgical In- 


strument, 
In a late work on diseased joints and 
other subjects, by Mr. Buchanan, the 
external use of this article is strongly 
recommended in a variety of local 
diseases, Among other cases in 
which its efficacy was manifested, 
was one of diseased hip, in a scrofu- 
lous constitution, which had resisted 
the ordinary remedies; one of in- 
flamed finger-joint, in which effusion 
appeared to have taken place in the 
synovial cavity ; one of gangrenous 
extremity from wound; one of bubo; 
two of fistula, and several of common 
inflammation and cancerous affection 
of the mamma, [In addition to this, 
the same article produced reunion in 
a limb in which both the tibia and 
fibula had been fractured about ele- 
ven months previous, and from cir- 
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cumstances could not then be retain- 
ed in apposition. In this, as in the 
other cases, the tincture of iodine 
was applied daily; the parts became 
stimulated and deposited osseous 
substance, union of the fractured ex- 


~ tremities followed, and in four months 


from the commencement of the treat- 
ment the patient was dismissed, cured. 
In fact, this one remedy seems to 
have proved, in the hands of this 
fortunate practitioner, a sort of pana- 
cza for human suffering ; and if we 
may confide implicitly in his animat- 
ed description of its virtues, the sur- 
geon will certainly find in iodine by 
far the most potent auxiliary in his 
labors which nature or art has yet 
been able to furnish him. 


Ossification of the Vitreous Hu- 
mor of the Eye—lIn the museum at 
Strasbourg, a human eye has been 
recently deposited by M. Kuhn, the 
vitreous humor of which is in a state 
of perfect ossification, ‘The person 
from whose body it was taken died 
of inflammation of the stomach, at 
theage.of 70.—The eye is the only 
organ of sense subject to ossifica- 
tion. A cataract is, in fact, an ap- 
proach to this state, but the choroid 
membrane is the part which most 
frequently undergoes this change. 
Haller states that he has seen the 
retina ossified, and Morgagni, Scar- 
pa, Magendie, and Manoury, bear 
testimony to similar occurrences, 


Silver obtained from the Human 
Viscera.—A case is related by Dr. 
Wedemeyer, of Hanover, in which a 
patient took the nitrate of silver 
eighteen months for epilepsy. The 
disease was overcome, but the skin 
became discolored. The patient 
soon after had a disease of the liver, 
and a dropsy, of which he died. On 
examination, all the internal viscera 
were found more or less stained of a 
bluish color; and the plexus cho- 


roides and pancreas being subjected 
to chemical examination by Mr. 
Brande, a portion of silver was ob- 
tained in a metallic state. 


Fracture of the Neck of the Thigh 
Bone.—In his description of the 
bones of the lower extremity, Mr. 
Lizars states that he has been in- 
formed by Professor DZondi, that 
several instances of bony union of 
the neck of the os femoris, when 
fractured within the joint, have fall- 
en under his observation. 


Phiegmonous Erysipelas.—Two 
cases of this disease have been cured 
at the Hospice de |’Ecole, at Paris, 
by simple compression. One was a 
female, in whom one leg was swol-. 
len, painful, of a brownish red color, 
and had the boggy feel; all which 
disappeared by the use of bandages, 
though the patient was 65 years of 
age. The other was a stout man,— 
a much more severe case, affecting 
both legs; bandaging cured him 
in six days, 


Poisoning by Milk.—A family in 
this city have been recently made 
sick by drinking milk. It does not 
appear to be correctly ascertained to 
what the poisonous quality of the 
milk can be attributed, though it is 
thought it must have been impreg- 
nated with copper in some accident- 
al way. The family are all recover- 
ed from the attack. 


The Smallpor.—This disease is 
prevailing extensively at Havana. 


REPORT OF DEATHS IN BOSTON, 


The week ending May 21, at noon. 


Of brain fever, 2—consumption, 6—carcino- 
ma uteri, 1—drowned, 1—disease of the head, 
1—hip complaint, 1—insane, 1—infantile, 1— 
inflammation in the bowels, 1—intemperance, 
1—lung fever, 1—liver complaint, l—old age, 
1—typhous fever, 2—unknown, 1. Majes, 
10—females, 11. Stillborn, 3. Total, 24. 


Dirp—At Paris, on the, 30th of March 
Dr. Samuel F. Ralston, of Philadelphia. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


DENTAL SURGERY. 


HIS day received by Benjamin Per- 
kins & Co., No. 135, Washington 
Street,—A SYSTEM OF DENTAL 8S 
GERY. In three parts. 
1. Dental Surgery as a Science. 
2. Operative Dental Surgery. 
3. Pharmacy connected with Dental 
Surgery. 
By Samvuren SHEtpon Fitca, M.D., 
Surgeon Dentist. Denticum curam ha- 


-beto ut bene digeras et diu vivas ; laxatis 


dentibus laxantur et chylaceos officine ; 

hinc mille malorum occasiones.—Baglivi 

XIII. March 17, 
ep6w 


LONDON STATIONARY, &c. 
UST received by COTTONS & BAR- 
NARD, 184 Washington Street, 
Crown and Double Crown Tissue Paper, 
large thin Bath Letter Paper; Billet Pa- 
per, Demy and Royal Bristol Board, do. 
do. London Board, Newman’s Carmine, 
Music Paper. 


A. COPY of Bloomfield’s Critical Digest 

of Sacred Annotation on the Gos- 
pels, 3vols. 8vo. ‘The most learned 
Commentary in the English language.” 
For sale by COTTONS & BARNARD, 
184 Washington Street. 


CASEY’S APPARATUS FOR THE 
CURE OF DISTORTED SPINE. 


HE Proprietor of the Dormant Ba- 
lance for the cure of Distorted 
Spine, gives notice, that he has establish- 
ed an agency in this city, for the conve- 
nience of those who may wish to avail 
themselves of this invention. Physicians 
having under their care the subjects of 
this disease, or patients themselves, may 
have an opportunity of inspecting the ap- 
paratus, and examining the testimonials 
of its efficacy, at Mr. Charles White's, 
corner of Winter Street. It is recom- 
mended, however, that all patients avail- 
ing themselves of this invention, should 
do it by the advice, and under the super- 
intendence, of their own physicians, as it 
is only by medical opinion that the pro- 
per subjects of the machine can be deter- 
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mined, or the other proper measures to be 
made use of in conjunction with it, can 
be pointed out. The Proprietor express- 
ly disclaims the idea that a cure is to be 
effected, in any case, by mechanical 
meansalone. This machine has received 
the approbation of many of the most emi- 
nent medical men in this city and New- 
York. Upon application to the agent, 
references will be given, and written tes- 
timonials exhibited. 

All letters, post-paid, addressed to J. 
Lincoln, No. 27, Fayette Street, will be 
attended to. i 

Boston, Feb. 6, 1829. 


NEW BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


Pie published by COTTONS & BAR- 
NARD, 184 Washington Street. 

The Waning Moon, by the auihor of 
the Rising Sun ; The While Palfrey, by 
the author of Thomas Mansfield; The 
Kind and Happy Child, by the author of 
the White Palfrey, &c. 


FRENCH WATER COLORS. 


OTTONS & BARNARD, 184 Wash- 
ington Street, have for sale, the fol- 
lowing Water Colors, of an excellent 
quality, manufactured by P. C. Lamber- 
tye, (France,) viz: Bistre, Raw Cassel, 
Burnt Umber, Raw Umber, Egyptian 
Brown, Vandyke Brown, Brown Pink, 
Seppia, Violet Lake, Carmined Lake, 
Sanders Bluc, Prussian Blue, Mineral 
Blue, Indigo, Yellow Ochre, Yellow Min- 
eral, Gamboge, Yellow Orpiment, Yellow 
Lake, Naples Yellow, Burnt Italian Earth, 
Burnt Sienna, Raw Sienna, Italian Earth, 
Crocus Martial, Green Lake, Sanders 
Green, Sap Green, Mineral Green, Prus- 
sian Green, Vermillion, Saturnine Red, 
Indian Red, Red Ochre, Red Orpiment, 
Flake White. 
Also—a great variety of Newman’s, Ac- 
kerman’s, Reeves’s and Osborne’s Colors, 
in boxes and separate cakes. 


SUNDAY CONVERSA- 
I 


ONS. 
OTTONS & BARNARD, 184 Wash- 
ington Street, have just published, 
Sunday School Conversations on some of 
the inieresting subjects recorded in the 
New Testament. By the author of the 
Factory Girl, The Badge, James Talbot, 


Published weekly, by Joun Corron, at 184, Washington St. corner of Franklin St., to 
whom all communications must be addressed, postpaid.—Price three dollars per annum, if 
paid in advance, three dollars and a half if not paid within three months, and four dollars if 
nut paid withinthe year. The postage for this is the same as for other newspapers. 
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